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State border protection

Summary
DEFINITION OF THE TERM: The role of a  border is to establish the 
territory of a state in order for it to exercise its sovereign power and 
maintain its sovereignty. The protection of the state border is an element 
of the state’s security and is a multifaceted task involving the organisa-
tion of the administrative, political, and military activities that the state 
undertakes in order to protect its sovereignty.

HISTORICAL ANALYSIS OF THE TERM: A  fundamental element that 
is integral to any state is its territory, which is the space within which 
a population exists and can develop. Over the centuries, the increase in 
the number of states has resulted in an increase in the number of borders 
between them, which has led to the need to define both the new struc-
ture and new functions of borders.

DISCUSSION OF THE TERM: The article describes the typologies of 
borders, presents the border protection system and external border 
management of the European Union, and discusses the role of migration 
in the contemporary world. 

SYSTEMATIC REFLECTION WITH CONCLUSIONS AND RECOM­
MENDATIONS: One of the measures undertaken by the state to 
guarantee the highest values  – including independence, freedom, the 
security of the citizens, and the protection of public health – is a well-
functioning system of border protection which is capable of adapting 
to and coping with the changing security environment and emerging 
threats. Analysis of the concept of border protection confirms how 
complex a process it is. Today’s borders function in a different way and 
to a different extent than in the recent past, and current perceptions 
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are related to changes in the ideas of citizenship, national identity, and 
the protection of sovereignty.

Keywords:	border, state, state border, border protection, migration
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Definition of the term
The protection of the state border is one of the basic functions of the 
state. The most important element of any state is its territory and popu-
lation. The territory of a state defines the land area within its borders, the 
coastal and territorial waters, and the airspace above it. The existence 
of state borders derives from the attribution of particular territories to 
specific states and the instinct of territoriality inherent in human com-
munities, which is manifested in the desire to control events and general 
rules of behaviour in a settled area. The term ‘border’ has numerous 
semantic meanings related to such concepts as ‘end’ and ‘limit’. A border 
is an ambiguous term and is used both in colloquial and scientific con-
texts. In its basic meaning, a border is a space that is essentially open 
and accessible from different sides. In colloquial language, this term 
is used in such collocations as natural and artificial border, historical 
border, natural border, administrative border, cultural border, economic 
border, political border, and many others. The dictionary of the Polish 
language defines a border as a line that separates or encloses a certain 
area, or a  line that separates the territory of one state from another 
(Szymczak, 1993, p. 694). In spatial terms, a border is defined as a line 
of demarcation between areas of different affiliations, e.g., in administra-
tive, political, social, cultural, or environmental contexts. Hence, borders 
can be analysed in terms of each of these aspects, among which the 
state border plays the most significant role in the geopolitical dimension. 
Various, often different, definitions of a state border can be found in the 
literature. A state border can be defined as a one-dimensional geometric 
line within which the territory of a state is located (Ehrlich, 1958, p. 507). 
It is also defined as “an imaginary curtain, running at 90 degrees to the 
surface of the earth, which separates states and areas without a defined 
affiliation” (Baczwarow &  Suliborski, 2002, p.  72). According to other 
definitions, a  state border is “a vertical surface that passes through 
a border line marked on the earth’s surface and separates the territory 
of one state from other states or from no-man’s land” (Nowa Encyklope-
dia Powszechna PWN, 1995, p. 457); or, it is a line where the territories 
of different states come into contact, or  a  line that marks the end of 
a  state’s authority (Klafkowski, 1969, p.  116). A  more general under-
standing of this term is provided by J. Barbag, who defines borders as 
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“the lines where two sovereign states meet which also separate them 
from each other” (Barbag, 1987, p. 61). The role of a border thus refers 
to the delimitation of the territory of a state in order for it to exercise its 
sovereign power and maintain its sovereignty. Consequently, the protec-
tion of a state border is an element of the state’s security. This task that 
has been given special importance in Poland: Article 5 of the Constitu-
tion of the Republic of Poland states that “the Republic of Poland shall 
safeguard the independence and integrity of its territory” (Constitution 
of the Republic of Poland, 1997, Article 5). As a general rule, delimi-
tating state borders is done through international treaties and agree-
ments. This applies primarily to land borders due to the importance of 
considering both ethnographic (population) and economic factors. The 
first element in the process of delimitating a state border is its technical 
determination based on a given international treaty. Once the details of 
its course have been established, its exact description must be detailed 
in an act of international law, which is called delimitation. The final stage 
is demarcation, which involves the precise marking of the border on 
the ground and the plotting of its course and signs on a map. Interna-
tional agreements describe in detail the location, dimensions, shape, 
and colour of border signs as well as the rules for their maintenance 
(Ustawa o ochronie granicy państwowej [Law on the Protection of the 
State Border], 1990, Article 4).

In order to properly explain the term ‘border protection’, apart from 
analysing the term ‘border’, it is also necessary to discuss the terms ‘pro-
tection’ and ‘defence’. According to the definition provided in the Wielki 
Słownik Języka Polskiego [Extended Dictionary of the Polish Language] 
(2018, p. 143), protection is “action whose aim is to remove threats”. The 
term can also be defined as “protection against something unfavourable, 
bad, or dangerous”, “something that protects against something”, and 
“a person or group of people who watch over someone’s safety” (Szymc-
zak, 1993). The term ‘defence’ is defined as “fending off an attack, usually 
with a weapon in hand”, “standing up for someone, refuting an accusa-
tion, justifying someone or something”, and “the person who defends or 
protects someone or something” (Szymczak, 1993). National defence is 
the special task of the state in the area of ensuring national security, which 
is related to its survival and sustainability – especially in the context of 
territory, sovereignty, and society. It is closely linked to the uninterrupted 
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functioning and development of the state and the society living on its 
territory. Within the framework of national defence, countering threats is 
realised, among other things, through the protection of the state border. 

The aim of measures employed for the protection of state borders 
is to ensure their integrity and security. Each state establishes its own 
procedures and rules for the protection of its borders, which are usually 
influenced by relations with neighbouring states. The protection of a state 
border can also be considered in the context of its functions, which stem 
from the national interests of states as well as the threats that may affect 
them. Hence, protection can be divided into economic, political, military 
and environmental protection. State border protection is the totality of 
the activities undertaken by a state – inside as well as outside its bor-
ders – and especially by its constitutional organs in order to preserve 
its sovereignty and to counter threats and various other phenomena 
that may hinder its functioning and development. The protection of state 
borders covers the political, economic, and environmental concerns of 
the functioning of the state. Each state precisely defines how its borders 
are protected, and the rules of their protection and defence have a direct 
impact on the internal and external security of the state. The protection 
of the state border is a multifaceted task, which consists in the organ-
isation of the administrative, political, and military measures that each 
sovereign state undertakes in order to prevent illegal border crossings, 
the transportation of specific goods across the border, and the infiltra-
tion of infectious diseases. In analyses of state border protection, it is 
important to identify potential threats in this area; these include illegal 
migration, terrorist threats and the activities of international criminal 
groups (Mróz, 2016, p. 311).

State border protection tasks are performed by a number of entities 
and institutions. In Poland, these tasks are entrusted, in accordance 
with their competences, primarily to the Border Guard [Straż Graniczna], 
the Armed Forces of the Republic of Poland [Siły Zbrojne RP], and the 
Tax and Customs Service [Służba Celno-Skarbowa]. It should be noted 
that due to the multifaceted nature and complexity of tasks in state 
border protection, it is necessary to develop comprehensive rules of 
cooperation between all entities responsible and co-responsible for their 
implementation, as well as with other bodies from the national security 
system.
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Historical analysis of the term
The functioning of state borders as they exist today is the result of a long 
developmental process. In antiquity, when the first state structures were 
formed, state borders were border belts that ran along natural landforms, 
such as rivers or mountain ridges. As such, a border belt was often wide 
and its function was to separate societies and to form a natural line of 
defence. It should be noted that the development and migration of soci-
eties led to the evolution of the border belt from its function as a natural 
defensive boundary to a linear political boundary. Moreover, the devel-
opment of states led to the shrinking of border areas; consequently, 
the border belt evolved into a demarcated border line. These changes 
resulted in the artificial demarcation of state borders. Thus, rather than 
being a  reflection of physical, linguistic, or cultural borders, it can be 
assumed that a state border is a political concept within which this border 
is demarcated, established, or imposed by political bodies. This can 
contribute to growing political tensions and, consequently, to conflicts 
and wars. Additionally, armed conflicts can lead to the mass migration of 
populations or the resettlement of selected ethnic and national groups, 
for example the change of the Curzon line, the plebiscites after the First 
World War, and the change of state borders in Central Europe after the 
Second World War. 

The traditional approach to the protection of state borders was 
associated with the preparation of states for war, the mobilisation of an 
opponent’s armed forces, or the violation by one state of the land, air, or 
sea territory of another state. In simple terms, it can be assumed that in 
the past a state border had three basic functions:

•	 military – it provided a barrier to foreign military invasion;
•	 social – it was a barrier to the free movement of people;
•	 economic – it acted as a barrier to the movement of goods. 
At different times, these functions were fulfilled with varying degrees 

of intensity. From the perspective of its historical development, a state 
border is not a category that is constant in time or linear in form. The 
20th century saw significant changes to the political world map. The dis-
integration of colonial empires led to the emergence of new states, par-
ticularly in Asia and Africa, and the process of demarcating new borders 
was of paramount importance as their delimitation was frequently an 
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arbitrary process that failed to take into account actual national, tribal, 
and ethnic affiliations. Also, the fall of the Berlin Wall, which acted as 
a border between two blocs, triggered huge geopolitical changes. The 
collapse of the Soviet Union resulted in the creation of many new state 
borders in both Europe and Asia. 

The increase in the number of states led to an increase in the 
number of borders between them. As a result, territories neighboured 
new territories, and both the structure and function of their borders had 
to be redefined. During this time, the role of communication between 
states increased and new possibilities for cooperation between nations 
emerged, although this also gave rise to new border disputes. Examples 
of conflict over the control of independent territories include the disputes 
between Ethiopia and Eritrea, between Serbia, Bosnia and Croatia, 
between Israel and Lebanon, and separatist movements among the 
Kurds, Chechens, the Irish, and the Basques. Ethnic conflicts include 
those of Burundi and Rwanda, Ireland and the UK, Palestine and Israel. 
Border disputes are also frequent between neighbouring states that 
have not legally settled the course of their borders, e.g., between China 
and India. Thus, it should be emphasised that, despite strong integrative 
tendencies observed in the contemporary world, there are still borders 
that significantly divide nations. 

Discussion of the term
Ty p o l o g y  o f  b o r d e r s. The evolution of the understanding of state 
borders and their protective role makes it possible to classify them 
according to a number of different criteria. The most basic distinction is 
between natural and artificial borders. Natural borders derive from natu-
rally differentiating geographical spaces; they are physical borders that 
follow natural terrain, such as along a river or a mountain range. Artificial 
borders are established through agreements between neighbours or are 
the result of external pressure imposed by other states. 

Another distinction was proposed by R. Hartshorne, who used the 
term ‘boundaries’ and distinguished between ‘antecedent’ and ‘sub-
sequent’ boundaries. ‘Antecedent boundaries’ are those that existed 
before human involvement (i.e., before man began to cultivate land and 
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develop a cultural landscape). A characteristic feature of these bound-
aries is that they have often remained intact despite the development 
of human activity. ‘Subsequent boundaries’ are established between 
mature linguistic, cultural, territorial, etc. communities, i.e., after human 
settlement and interaction with the landscape. Hartshorne also described 
‘relict boundaries’, which are present in the cultural landscape but have 
lost their former political function, as well as superimposed boundaries, 
which do not take into account the ethnic and cultural elements of a ter-
ritory (Hartshorne, 1936, pp. 195–227).

Moreover, borders can be divided into formal and informal ones, 
following legal and administrative criteria. Formal borders are almost 
all linear borders that demarcate territories with the same legal, politi-
cal, and administrative norms, such as political borders (which indicate 
which country we live in and what laws apply to us) and administrative 
borders (which indicate the territory in which particular local laws apply). 
Informal borders are primarily linked to various zones, i.e., they separate 
territories established by extra-legal criteria, such as suburban zones, 
climate zones, or the presence of a particular type of grain in a given 
area. 

Today, in the area of border typologies, the integrated approach 
(which covers genetic distinctions between borders sensu stricto, his-
torical borders, and national borders) dominates. Borders sensu stricto 
are created by the laws of nature and take into account coastlines, 
rivers, swamps, mountain ranges, fault lines, etc. Historical borders and 
national borders are  – to varying degrees  – the product of man, but 
the former are based on issues derived from tradition, while the latter 
correspond to the extent to which the language, race, and culture of an 
ethnic group within an inhabited area are shared. Importantly, especially 
today, borders based on the natural elements of nature are also the 
result of a social contract and political arrangements and, in this context, 
are the product of man. Natural features are helpful in the process of 
delimitating state borders.

The progression of integration in Europe is conductive to a  differ-
ent typology of borders. Under conditions of development and cross-
border cooperation, new premises for their delimitation are emerging: 
borders as bridges, borders as barriers, borders as symbols of identity, 
and borders as resources (O’Dowd & Wilson, 1996, pp. 3–18). An even 
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more contemporary approach to the classification of borders focuses on 
political borders, borders in politics and international relations, and the 
policies of border creation. Political borders take into account changes 
in the course of borders, understood as lines that separate states. Bor-
ders in politics and international relations form a new approach to these 
lines and to the governance of political structures, and they are seen 
as a  consequence of increasing globalisation. The policies of border 
formation focus on the creation and reconstitution of borders in the spa-
tial dimension as a response to changes between states, international 
relations, and national identity (Paasi, 1998, pp. 71–82).

S t a t e  b o r d e r  p r o t e c t i o n  s y s t e m s. While state borders are 
still capable of performing their traditional function as a barrier, it should 
be noted that contemporary borders, in the context of the existence of 
many states, function in a  totally different way than they did only two 
decades ago. The development of states and the transformation of their 
structures affect the evolution of borders and their protection. Interna-
tional bodies with strong integration structures, such as the European 
Union, are an example of these changes. Globalisation and integration 
have resulted in the opening of borders, leading to the free movement of 
people, capital, goods, and ideas. This completely new and different real-
ity begs questions about the relevance of borders in the future. A change 
in national borders results in a change in the perception of national iden-
tity. Integration processes in politics, the economy, and social migration 
affect people’s sense of citizenship, national identity, and sovereignty. 
Globalisation has led to changes in the meaning of state sovereignty and 
the blurring of the border between foreign and domestic. Thus, it can be 
assumed that integration processes will lead to the disappearance of the 
political and economic dimensions of sovereignty in statehood, while 
the power of supranational institutions will increase. The disappearance 
of the European Union’s internal borders results in the reconfiguration 
and redefinition of statehood, which is a consequence of states’ adapta-
tion to changes in the international environment.

It should be noted that although the opening of state borders has 
created the opportunity for greater cooperation between states and has 
led to the free movement of people, goods, capital, and ideas, it has also 
given rise to the emergence of new threats which may affect the national 
security of both member states and the European Union as a whole. 
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Thus, it is vital to identify these new threats and develop procedures 
and principles of action to effectively prevent and counteract them. 
Nowadays, the tasks of state border protection are much broader than 
merely protection of a physical border. In Poland, the strategy of activi-
ties undertaken in this area is multifaceted and includes protection of 
the territory against the illegal movement of persons and goods (such as 
prohibited substances and hazardous materials), protection of the EU 
customs territory, combating cross-border crime, including that involving 
foreigners, and the protection of airspace. The implementation of these 
tasks is entrusted to the Border Guard [Straż Graniczna], the Armed 
Forces of the Republic of Poland [Siły Zbrojne RP], and the Tax and 
Customs Service [Służba Celno-Skarbowa]; these tasks are performed 
within the framework of the state border protection system in Poland.

The body performing all these tasks in Poland is the Border Guard, 
which primarily provides border traffic control, protects borders on 
land and sea, and prevents and counteracts illegal migration. As part 
of the border protection system, it also carries out other activities and 
actions through the implementation of assigned tasks (Ustawa o Straży 
Granicznej [Border Guard Act], 1990, Art. 1). The Border Guard plays 
a leading role in the prevention of illegal migration, while migration policy 
is implemented by the Office for Foreigners, which functions within the 
government administration and is responsible for, among other things, 
coordinating activities related to the admission of foreigners to the ter-
ritory of Poland and taking decisions on granting them international 
protection or refusing to grant them legal refugee status (Ustawa 
o  cudzoziemcach [Act on foreigners], 2013, Art.  21). With regard to 
the protection of the economic interests of Poland, as well as of the 
European Union, an important function is performed by the Tax and 
Customs Service, which is a department within the National Revenue 
Administration [Krajowa Administracja Skarbowa]. This department per-
forms tasks linked to the implementation of customs policy, such as the 
import and export of goods, assigning them a customs destination, and 
identifying and investigating fiscal or other offences (Ustawa o Krajowej 
Administracji Skarbowej [Act on National Fiscal Administration], 2016, 
Art. 2). With regard to border protection in airspace, the Armed Forces 
of the Republic of Poland play a key role here in conjunction with the 
Operational Commander of Armed Forces of the Republic of Poland 
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through the Air Operations Centre – Air Forces Component Command 
(Ustawa o ochronie granicy państwowej [State Border Protection Act], 
1990, Art. 18b). The protection and defence of airspace is ensured by 
24-hour combat duties, radar reconnaissance, monitoring the situation 
in the air, alerting and notifying of air threats, and much more. 

T h e  E u r o p e a n  U n i o n  e x t e r n a l  b o r d e r  m a n a g e m e n t 
s y s t e m. Analyses of the system of state border protection within the EU 
should pay particular attention to the existence of internal and external state 
and EU borders. The internal borders are those shared by the member 
states within the Schengen area, i.e., the area within which border con-
trol has been abolished. The external borders of the EU are shared with 
countries that are not members of either the Community or the Schengen 
area. As there is an area without border control among the member states 
(except in special cases, such as increased risk of migratory pressure or 
specific events during which there is a heightened security risk, such as 
World Youth Days or a pandemic), it is extremely important that coun-
tries that border third countries (those outside the EU and the Schengen 
area) effectively ensure the protection of external borders to guarantee 
the security of all EU members by introducing common standards, rules, 
and procedures for the control and protection of external borders for all 
countries with this type of border. In order to implement these measures, 
a specialised body called the European Border and Coast Guard Agency 
(Frontex) was created to assist in the protection of the external borders of 
the EU, within which the free movement of people and goods operates. 
Frontex staff can be divided into three main categories:

•	 those employed by the Agency on a permanent basis;
•	 officers of police forces responsible for border protection of indi-

vidual EU member states, deployed for a long-term period (mini-
mum 2 years);

•	 officers of the police forces responsible for border protection of 
individual EU member states, deployed for a  short-term period 
(between 1 and 6 months).

The Agency provides assistance in areas of the external borders 
that need additional support, including special forces with the means 
to assist with border control. The operational activities of this formation 
also include search and rescue operations, security control, maritime 
security tasks, and environmental protection. 
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The common standards for control and protection at the external bor-
ders implemented by the European Union are enforced with the use of 
information technologies and information systems. The Schengen Infor-
mation System (SIS) is an electronic database common to all member 
states that ensures the exchange of information between actors respon-
sible for security. This system provides data on, e.g., persons wanted 
in connection with criminal activities, persons who are not allowed to 
enter the Schengen area, and missing persons. The Visa Information 
System (VIS) is responsible for executing tasks related to the common 
visa policy. This system ensures the exchange of visa data between 
member states and enables those authorised to enter and update this 
data. The VIS complements the Schengen Information System and helps 
to perform such tasks as the identification of persons who do not meet 
with the entry conditions for the territory of the Union. Another system 
that supports border protection and checks is EURODAC (European 
Automated Fingerprint Identification System), which is an IT system 
designed to compare fingerprints of asylum seekers. It facilitates the 
efficient identification of which state is responsible for processing a par-
ticular asylum application. The last system is EUROSUR (European 
Border Surveillance System), which links national border control sys-
tems to a European network managed by Frontex. This system ensures 
the exchange of information and continuous cooperation between 
member states and Frontex. Its task is to provide up-to-date information 
regarding the situation at external borders, thus enhancing the capacity 
to respond to situations appropriately. It is used to detect and combat 
illegal migration and cross-border crime by identifying, tracking, and 
intercepting persons who attempt to cross the border illegally.

In addition to the systems used by Frontex, states protect their bor-
ders with the use of other modern technologies, such as a perimeter 
security system, i.e., a  system of seismic sensors and cameras that 
allow borders to be monitored around the clock. Moreover, unmanned 
aerial vehicles, which are used for reconnaissance and surveillance 
missions, are becoming increasingly common, as are anti-drone sys-
tems that can identify and neutralise foreign unmanned aerial vehicles. 
In the context of the use of modern technologies that assist in the pro-
tection of national borders, attention should also be drawn to the grow-
ing tendency to build walls and barriers, which are supposed to serve 
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as an effective physical barrier to contemporary threats, primarily to 
prevent illegal migration. 

M i g r a t i o n. The word “migration” comes from the Latin word migratio 
and means ‘change of abode’ or ‘move’. Migrations have accompanied 
mankind since the very beginning of existence and are a universal and 
common phenomenon that takes place in almost all societies. Mass 
migrations of peoples or individual or family relocations in search of better 
living conditions are a feature of every community and provide opportuni-
ties for its development. The Dictionary of the Polish Language defines 
migration as “wandering, a movement of population aimed to change its 
place of residence permanently or temporarily, either within the same 
country or from one country to another” (Szymczak, 1993, p. 169). Migra-
tion can be analysed from either a narrow or a broad perspective. Its 
simplest representation in the narrow sense relates to the area controlled 
by national and international governmental institutions which control the 
movement of people from one area to another. In this context, migra-
tion means the movement of people from one region to settle in another 
(Hollingshead, 1939, p. 131). A broad understanding of migration also 
covers such phenomena as flight, exile, isolation, or alienation. In this 
context, migration is understood not only from the perspective of spatial 
transfer but also psychological transfer and cultural transfer. The origins 
of migration can be sought in both internal and external factors. The 
former are linked to the individual’s psychological motivation, while the 
latter concern the rules which govern the functioning of the social system 
of both the community migrants leave and the community they enter.

Numerous typologies of migration can be found in the literature based 
on such criteria as the direction of movement, its duration, its causes, the 
way migration is organised, its trajectory, and its legal status. Migration 
is most frequently divided into emigration (the outflow of people from one 
country to another, i.e., leaving one’s native homeland) and immigration 
(the inflow of people into a country that is not their homeland).

Migration has taken place over many centuries in both the national 
and international arenas. It should be analysed together with the terms 
‘border’ and ‘security’. The latter is considered in two aspects: as a state 
and as a process. As a state it means the sense of security achieved 
by an individual, while as a process it is linked to dynamic changes that 
ensure this security.
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In 2021, 5.3% of the total EU population were non-EU citizens, and 
8.4% of the total population were not born in the EU. In the same year, 
less than 10% of all refugees worldwide lived in the EU. Their percentage 
in relation to the total population was 0.6%. At that time, 2.95 million first 
residence permits were issued in the Union (compared to 2.3 million in 
2020, the difference being caused by travel restrictions introduced in the 
wake of the COVID-19 pandemic). These asylum seekers came from 
around 140 countries. In addition, since the start of Russia’s military 
aggression against Ukraine (i.e., since February 2022), the number of 
people fleeing war and seeking refuge in the EU is the highest recorded 
since World War  II. Moreover, 199,900 people were found to have 
crossed the EU’s borders using irregular means during the analysed 
period. This figure shows an increase of 58% compared to 2020. Over 
112,000 of these migrants crossed the borders by sea and over 87,000 
by land. In 2021, the greatest number of those who applied for asylum 
were from Syria, Afghanistan, Iraq, Pakistan, Turkey, Bangladesh, and 
Venezuela (EC, 2021).

While analysing the issue of border protection, it is worth asking 
about the significance of migration for the security of the state that is the 
country of destination. In answering this question, it is worth remember-
ing that one of the objectives of any security-conscious state is to ensure 
internal tranquillity, which is understood as the prevention and elimina-
tion of threats that may affect the constitutional order, internal order, 
and peaceful existence of the nation. This makes it possible to protect 
both the public interest and every citizen. Migrations become a threat 
and a challenge when they occur contrary to the laws binding in a state. 
Their general consequences (in legal and illegal forms) are threats to 
society, the economy, the environment, to culture, and to security.

Systematic reflection with conclusions 
and recommendations
National security is analysed in the context of a  state’s capacity to 
provide opportunities for development and adequate living standards 
for its citizens, which is manifested in the prevention and counteraction 
of threats. One of the measures taken by the state to guarantee the 
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highest values – including independence, freedom, the security of the 
citizens, and the protection of public health – is a well-functioning system 
of state border protection to respond to the constantly changing security 
environment and combat constantly emerging threats. The approaches 
to the concept of state border protection discussed in this article con-
firm that this is a  complex and multifaceted process. Comprehensive 
state border protection is a multifaceted task that requires proper legal 
grounding and the cooperation of many actors, at both national and 
international levels. 

It is important to pay attention to a particularly significant change in 
the perception of state borders. Today, they function in a different way 
and to a different extent than in the recent past, and although they cur-
rently still function as barriers, increasing inter-state integration that 
takes place in the contemporary world results in their opening. Conse-
quently, border control is weakened and no longer acts as a barrier to 
the movement of people, goods, and capital. Thus, the contemporary 
perception of state borders refers to changes in the sense of citizenship, 
national identity, and the protection of sovereignty. A state border, while 
separating the territory of one state from another, also fulfils another 
function: it defines the extent of the state’s power. The future existence 
of a nation-state is inextricably linked to the preservation of this power 
and to national identity. In the context of scientific discussion, it is worth 
considering whether this power and identity will be undermined if the 
state’s function as a provider of state border protection disappears or 
diminishes. In times of globalisation, and thus the influence of foreign 
cultures on local communities, increasingly more people perceive their 
identity from within the dimension of a transnational community. Since 
the dawn of history, however, the capacity to ensure security has been 
paramount; in both state and international contexts, a sense of security 
gives citizens the chance to develop and live a decent life. Hence, state 
border protection has not lost its importance, and the only change that 
has occurred with the opening up of certain borders is the increased 
need to adapt standards and control procedures to successfully combat 
the current and constantly emerging threats.
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